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From the Pastor 
 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
 and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For darkness shall cover the earth, 
  and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will appear over you. 

(Isaiah 60:1-2) 
 
 
Arise, shine!  The true Light, Jesus Christ, has 
come to shine on you! Into the midst the cold 
New Year, into the midst of the January dark-
ness, into the midst of our post-holiday slump, 
and even into the midst of our sin and death, 
Jesus Christ comes to shine on you and me 
and all the world! 
 
On January 7, we will celebrate the Epiphany, 
remembering the manifestation of Jesus to the 
Wise Men. Strangers from outside of Israel, the 
Wise Men were led by the light of the star as far 
as Jerusalem.  But it was only when they could 
go no further, and stopped to ask for directions 
from King Herod, that they heard the promises 
of the Scriptures, that the Messiah was to be 
born in Bethlehem. Finding the star stopped 

over the house, they found the child Jesus with 
Mary, his mother, and bowed down to worship 
him. They then returned to their home country 
changed, "by another road."      
 
So "rise and shine" and start the Year of our 
Lord 2024 off right! Come and worship Him who 
shines upon you, come and find new direction 
for a new year, come and hear the sure and 
certain promises of God for you. Come and be 
changed by God's grace shining upon you, 
upon his people at Trinity, and on all the 
world.     
 
This January we continue our Christmas cele-
brations with the Epiphany on January 7 and 
look forward to a new year of mission and min-
istry at Trinity with our Annual Meeting after 
worship on January 28. Throughout 2024 we 
will "rise and shine" anew with many opportu-
nities for growing together more closely as a 
congregation, and serving God through serving 
our neighbors and community.   
 
So Blessed Epiphany, and Happy New Year 
2024! 
 
And "Arise, shine, for your light has come!" 
 
--Pastor Mills+ 
 

 



Sanctuary Eternal Light 
 
Burns to the glory of God In Memory of:  
Charles Rhinebeck and  

Viginina Masciola  Dec 17th 

 
Burns to the glory of God In Honor of:   
Erik Sundermann  Dec 3rd 

Logan Setaro   Dec 10th 
Beth Lubenow  Dec 24th 
 

Altar Flowers 
 
Given to the glory of God… 
In Memory of all the Faithful De-
parted  
Shirley King Dec 3rd 
Charles Rhinebeck and  
Viginina Masciola Dec 17th 
 
In Honor of: 

 

 
 

Men’s Fellowship Group 
 
The next meeting of the Men's Fellowship Group 
will be announced at an upcoming worship service.  
Please stay tuned for details.  Please contact Pastor 
Mills with any questions. 
 
 

Trinity Window Articles 
 
Trinity Window articles for the next issue are due by 
the 15th of every month.  It is important that you get 
your articles in on time and think ahead for the next 
month.  Please email articles to:  Office@TrinityLu-
theranNH.org.  
Articles must be submitted in WORD or PDF 
format. 
 
PLEASE DO NOT EMBED THE TEXT OF 
YOUR ARTICLE IN THE EMAIL. 

Oremus 
“Let us pray”  
This month we prayed for 
the following members and 
friends of Trinity who were 
sick and/or hospitalized:  
Karen Johnson,  Annie 
Wright, John Chaffin, Don-
ald Langlois Jr., Christine 
Thomforde,  Margaret Hawkins, Thaddeus Gensicki, 
Pat Panza, Jake Swanson, Don Johnston, Sandy 
Langlois, Debbie Boychuck, Joseph Aceto Jr., Mi-
chael Pingle, Richard Werner, Mindy Durham, Dan 
Zawack, Rosie Weaver, Amanda Rice-Johnston, 
William Douglas, Julia Kanozo, Rita Roman, Mike 
& Lucy Nieves, Nancy Kops, Yoly Ortiz, Rachel 
Thompson, Katheryn Patrick, Wendy Lynn, Allison 
Empringham, Mimi Thompson, Mary Ellen 
Schoonmaker, Philip Cerrone, Sandy Noonan, Maria 
Roman, Elizabeth Leone, Pamela Simone, Vincent 
Villano, Frank Wright, Esther Goffinet, Nicole 
Donzello, Cindy Quinn, David Lewis, Glenn Pelc, 
Joe Marinelli, Suzanne Pallanti, Florence Flynn, 
Carol Lee Robinson, Melanie Thayer, Mary Wade 
Home and all assisted living facilities, Christian 
Community Action,  and all who serve in the armed 
forces, especially: Daniel Burk, Christopher Bushy, 
Justin Coonrod, Jonathan Outlaw, and Ben deLau-
bell. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Here is a preliminary listing for the events we have 
for this month. Please mark your calendars in advance 
so you can save the dates. 
 

  

January 
Jan 8th 5:00 pm Confirmation Class 
Jan 14th After Worship Blood Pressure Screen 
Jan 18th 2:45 pm Mary Wade Home 
Jan 18th 7:00 pm Choir Practice 
Jan 22nd 5:00 pm Confirmation Class 
Jan 28th After Worship Annual Meeting 
 
Confirmation Classes will be held at Christ the 
Good Shepherd in Hamden 



 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
 
 "Rejoice in the Lord always,  Again say Rejoice" 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Years to you all. 
 
I am indeed Rejoicing in our Lord and all does for 
each of us.  
Thank you to the many wonderful volunteers who 
came together and helped in oh so may way Collec-
tion week 2023 was phenomenal.  
397 shoeboxes passed through Trinitys during col-
lectionweek. Up 82 shoeboxes from last year. 
Thanks be to God.. 
Remaining items from our packing party in October 
have been inventoried and stored away in anticipa-
tion  of packing party 2024.  
Some information that some of you may not know. 
2023 marks the 10th year Trinity has meen a drop of 
locatio for collection week. 
In our first 9 years we took in a total of 7 098 shoe-
boxes. 
Every 60 seconds  
20 people hear the Gospel 
8 people enroll in The greatest Journey  
6 people Graduate The Greatest Journey 
5 people accept Jesus  
5 people to Pray/share.  
As always it is never to early to start shopping for 
shoebox items for 2024.  The OCC collection box is 
always available in the Narthex 
  Remember your standard size shoeboxes  are al-
ways welcomed. 
Once again thank you all very much for your contin-
ued support of this Ministry. 
 
Happy New Yeats and blessings to yo all. 
 
Yours for the Children 
Barbara Mourer  Shoebox Chairperson/ Drop off 
Coordinator  

 
 

Mary Wade Service 
 
Join us in our outreach to The Mary Wade Home, 
118 Clinton Avenue, New Haven. Come help sing, 
assist in worship and/or visit with the residents! Our  
next service will be Thursday, January 18 at 2:45pm. 
 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

President – Scott Prud’homme – scott.pru-
dhomme@outlook.com 

Vice-President - Ruth Setaro - ruthsetaro@snet.net 
Secretary - Louise Bahner -  lbah-

ner4117@gmail.com 
Heidi Edgerton - Heidi.edgerton@gmail.com 
Drew Gensicki - drew.gensicki@gmail.com 
Nancy Lamont - nlamont359@gmail.com 

Deborah Nicolson – debnicolson@optimum.net 
Linda Thompson -  linthompson125@yahoo.com 

Pastor Mills - pastor@trinitylutherannh.org 
 

Weather Related Church Closings 
 

Winter is here and we never know what it can bring! 
Please note that any weather related delays, 
cancelations or closing of Trinity will be broadcast 
on WTNH 8, WFSB 3, NBC 30 and Fox 61. This 
information is also available on their websites at 
www.wtnh.com, www.fox61.com, www.wfsb.com 
and www.nbcconnecticut.com 

 
Annual Meeting / Reports 

On Sunday, January 28th after worship Trinity will 
hold its 158th Annual Meeting. All members are en-
couraged to attend!  
Annual Reports are due in the office by Wednesday, 
January 10, 2023.  The reports must be submitted in 
either WORD or PDF format. 
  



 

Monthly B.P. Screening 

 
Deb Nicolson, Parish Nurse, 
has scheduled the next Blood 
Pressure Screenings for Sun-
day, Jan 14th Deb will do the 
screenings in Pastor’s office 
after worship.  A quick clean-
ing of equipment will be done 

between each person.  

 
DON’T FORGET YOUR FLU SHOT and the 
UPDATED COVID VACCINE ! if it is recom-
mended by your doctor.  Also, anyone over age 60 
should consider getting the RSV (respiratory syncyt-
ial virus) vaccine. 
 
 

Are You Interested in Serving? 
 
Are you interested in serving on the Altar Guild, be-
ing a lector, or usher? Please email or call the office 
to let us know how you would like to assist in wor-
ship at Trinity. The office phone number is  
203-787-6521 or email Office@TrinityLuther-
anNH.org 
 
 
 

INSPIRATION 
 

Faith is the bird that feels the light 
when the dawn is still dark. 
 Rabindranath Tagore (1861–1941) 

 
 
 

Where Are You ? 
 
As you might imagine the church has quite a collec-
tion of phone numbers, home and email addresses.  
We are hoping to “clean-up” our files and get rid of 
any outdated information.  We’re asking that you 
please fill out one of the forms provided and return 
it to the church office. 
 
 

PARKING AT TRINITY 
 
Everyone is aware that there is limited off-street 
parking available at Trinity.  There are spaces in the 
driveway and behind Emerson.  We are happy to 
make these spaces available when possible.  There 
are deliveries, and contractors who also need access 
to these spaces.  If you would like to use these 
spaces you MUST contact the church office for 
approval before you park.  Do Not just park and 
assume that it’s okay. 

 
 

ELEANOR HERPICH  
SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
We are pleased to announce that the Eleanor Her-
pich Scholarships have been awarded to Kevin Mor-
ris, Ryan Morris and Patrick Morris.  Congratula-
tions !  The scholarships will be presented at a date 
to be determined 
 

THANK YOU ! 
 
A very special THANK YOU to Pastor 
Gollenberg for filling in (on very short 
notice) and leading us in worship for 
the candlelight service on Christmas 
Eve. 
  



 

 

Seafarers International House 

 
Dear Friends of Seafarers – 
 

Well, we made it. Happy, happy New Year! 
It has been a very busy several months as I 
have collected Christmas-at-Sea satchels 
from churches in New Hampshire, Massa-
chusetts, Connecticut and New York, 393 in 
total plus many extras of hats, socks, t-shirts, 
candy, nuts and treats. It is truly AMAZING 
and I am so grateful for the tremendous sup-
port for this program.  

I have spoken with seafarers far away from 
home this Christmas and talked to them 
about the loneliness they feel. One cook told 
me that he has been on the ship for 1 year 
because the company could not find anyone 
to replace him, his 3 children don’t under-
stand why he can’t come home. He planned 
to prepared a special meal for the crew and 
that they would open their satchels while in 
the middle of the ocean heading to South Af-
rica. They are lucky if they have a little time 
to celebrate because the work of the ship 
never stops.  

And now, as the new year starts, I will offi-
cially be retiring on January 31. This has 
been a very difficult decision for me because 
ships and seafarers have been my life for the 
past 27 ½ years and I have loved every mi-
nute of it but it is time to begin a new chap-
ter of adventures. I have met people from all 
over the world, some from countries I had 
never heard of. I began at a time when there 
was no security at the port to now very high 
security. I visited ships years ago that I 
would refer to as rust-buckets that were 
barely afloat to ships regularly inspected by 
the Coast Guard for safety. I have lost 
friends when a ship sank in a storm and have 
assisted in funerals for seafarers who have 
died at sea. I have gone into operating rooms 

with injured seafarers, burn units and cardiac 
units, brought seafarers to get covid vaccina-
tions and done much shopping and amazon 
orders for seafarers unable to get off their 
ship because they did not have a visa, 
brought sim cards and wi-fi to ships so crews 
could contact home and made hundreds of 
trips to Walmart and Best Buy. I have been 
graciously welcomed and fed with ethnic 
food from around the world. I have been 
truly blessed and I thank God for each and 
every day he has given me. Thank you, Trin-
ity, for all the support you have given me all 
these years.  

Many, many thanks  

Ruth Setaro, Chaplain 

 

Thank You ! 

 

Chaplain Ruth  



 

 
 
Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers 
30 Gillies Road,  
Hamden, CT 06517 
203-230-8994; www.carenewhaven.org 
 

38 YEARS AS THE GOOD NEIGHBOR 
 
Are you looking for a new volunteer opportunity? 
Can you drive an elderly person to a doctor’s ap-
pointment? Visit with an elder from time to time?  
Please consider joining our team and discover how 
your small acts of kindness can make a huge differ-
ence in the life of an elder in our community. 
Since 1983, Interfaith Volunteer Care Givers 
(IVCG) has assisted seniors in the Greater New Ha-
ven area by fostering independent living and reduc-
ing isolation. We train and insure volunteers from 
area faith communities and civic organizations to of-
fer free neighborly services with compassion and 
love.   
To find out more, please check out our website: 
www.carenewhaven.org 
 
 

Volunteer Orientation &Training At 
The Connecticut Hospice, Inc. 

 
The Connecticut Hospice, Inc. (inpatient and 
homecare). is sponsoring volunteer orientation and 
training this fall. If you or someone you know is 
looking for an opportunity to serve others in your 
community, we would like to hear from you. Our pa-
tients and families are in need of your care and sup-
port. As a volunteer, you can fill your hours (week-
days/evenings or weekends) by assisting in a clerical 
capacity or offering direct patient/family contact as a 
friendly visitor, provide pastoral care or bereave-
ment services, help in arts, massage therapy, pet 
therapy, hairdresser/barber or provide transportation. 
For more information, please contact Joan Cullen at 
203-315-7510 or jcullen@hospice.com 

Time for a Laugh 
A woman starts to wake up after an operation.  Still 
half under the anesthesia, she has an epiphany and 
sees God. 
She asks, “Did I die?” 
God says, “Oh no, you have another thirty years to 
live.” 
She thinks, in that case, while I’m here in the 
hospital anyway, I should have some work done.  So 
she has a tummy tuck, a nose job, and a face-lift. 
As she’s leaving the hospital—BAM!—she gets hit 
by an ambulance, dies and ends up in heaven. 
She asks God, “What happened - You told me that I 
had 30 years to live ?” 
God shrugs his shoulders and says, “Sorry, I didn’t 
recognize you.” 

 

 
 

 

 
 



JANUARY 
CELEBRATIONS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Jan 13th Karen Chaffin 
Jan 19th Jason Auman 
Jan 21st Dayna Johnson 
Jan 21st James Mourer 
Jan 23rd Constance Clark 
Jan 23rd Gail Pederstuen 
Jan 24th Susan Jahnke 
Jan 27th Kayla Burk 
Jan 27th John Radziunas 
Jan 28th Fred Lubenow 
Jan 28th Allie Mims 
Jan 31st Debbie Hart 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BAPTISMAL 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Jan 13th Kevin Morris 
Jan 16th Emylie Masella 
Jan 17th Bethany Hayes 
Jan 19th Amanda Schmidt 
Jan 26th Monasia Harris 

 
 
 
 

WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

Jan 8th Debbie & Devon Hart 
 



Advent Decorating – Dec 3rd 

  
 

    
 

First the Tree … 



and don’t forget the Creche ! 

 
 

 
 

Thank You ! 



Operation Christmas Child 
 

  
 

  
 
 
 

Delivery Day - Thank You ! 



Congratulations Elizabeth Brophy ! 
 

 

    
 

Christopher Martin’s Run for 
Children 5K – Dec 3, 2023 



Congratulations Kevin Morris ! 
 
 
 

  
 
 

Sacred Heart University 
BA Accounting and Finance 



Intergenerational Fellowship 

 

  

  
 

Sunday Morning – 9 am 

Come and Join the Fun ! 



MERRY CHRISTMAS !

From
Cedric, Audrey & Hugo Jacobson



NUTRITION SECURITY SOLUTIONS 
 
 
Dec 14, 2023 
 
Dear Fellow Members of Trinity: 
 
 
Thanks to all Trinity Volunteers who helped make the Holiday response from NSS, Inc. to 
Hamden seniors a huge success last month.  It was amazing to see what was accomplished. 
Remember, the need continues after the celebration lights of the Holidays grow dark.  We want 
our neighbors to know that we continue to be there for them, so please consider dropping by 7 
Corporate Drive # 104 in North Haven to assemble food packages for a few hours whenever you 
can lend a hand (10:00 AM- 2:00 PM, weekdays, Monday -Friday). 

In the meantime, on the first Tuesday of each month at 10:30 AM, there will be a coffee hour at 
our warehouse location to orient new volunteers to our program activities and how they can 
assist with maintaining pantry services: 
 

1. taking online orders over the phone,  
2. assembling customized pre-ordered packages  
3. delivering the packages to final destinations, either at drop-off sites like Trinity or 

directly to the homes of pantry clients. 
 
Rev. Ryan, an NSS, Inc. Board of Directors member, has been working closely with me to obtain 
grant support to establish a satellite pantry site at Trinity, NH, a program that would be Trinity's 
own.  More on that later........  We will work hard to keep you posted!   
 
Thank you again for your support ! 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
Sandra Kops 
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