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Trinity Lutheran Church 
292 Orange St., New Haven, CT 

TrinityLutheranNH.org – (203) 787-6521 
Service of Holy Communion—Lutheran Book of Worship, Setting I 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter, May 11, 2025 
In-Person at 10:15 am & Live at Facebook.com/TrinityLutheranNH 

 
PRELUDE       
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN: 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING  
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE  
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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God of all power, you called from death our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the 
sheep. Send us as shepherds to rescue the lost, to heal the injured, and to feed one 
another with knowledge and understanding; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 
                              
FIRST LESSON: Acts 9:36-43 
Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her 
kindness and her work with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. 
When she fell ill and died, Peter raised her back to life through the power of prayer. 

36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is 
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she became 
ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda 
was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him 
with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter got up and went with 
them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood 
beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while 
she was with them. 40 Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. 
He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and 
seeing Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the 
saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42 This became known throughout Joppa, 
and many believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a 
certain Simon, a tanner. 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 23 
1 The LORD | is my shepherd;*  
 I shall not | be in want.  
2 He makes me lie down | in green pastures*  
 and leads me be- | side still waters.  
3 He re- | vives my soul*  
 and guides me along right pathways | for his name's sake.  
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no 
evil;*  
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who | trouble me;*  
 you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.  
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,*  
 and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.  
Gloria Patri (chanted after the psalm)                                                                           
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the / Holy Spirit;                                                          
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be fore-/ ver. Amen 
 
SECOND LESSON: Revelation 7:9-17 
Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also 
the Lamb who vanquishes sin and suffering. 
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9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10 They cried out in 
a loud voice, saying,  
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 singing,  
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
 and thanksgiving and honor and power and might 
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
  13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and 
where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then 
he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
  and worship him day and night within his temple, 
  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
 16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
  the sun will not strike them, 
  nor any scorching heat; 
 17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION/ALLELUIA  
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL: John 10:22-30 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and 
the Father are one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, 
follow, and will never be snatched from his hand. 

22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 
23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews 
gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you 
are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not 
believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26 but you do not 
believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know 
them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one 
will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me is greater than all 
else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY: 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 
SERMON 
 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
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Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
THE PRAYERS 
D: In our prayers today and this week, please remember: [prayer list]. We also invite 
your own petitions either aloud or silently in your hearts.  
 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according  
to their needs.  
 
Good Shepherd, you promise that your people will hear your voice and follow you. 
Strengthen your Church with your living Word and tend it by your Holy Sacraments, 
that fed with the gift of eternal life we might gladly hear and follow you. And bless this 
little flock called Trinity, leading us in paths of faith towards you and fervent love 
towards one another, bringing us to dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
On this Mother's Day we remember all the women in our lives, like Dorcas of old, who 
have devoted themselves to faith, love, and good works. We ask your special blessing 
upon all mothers and on all who act with a mother’s love to care for others. Give them 
your own patience, tenderness, and wisdom. Share with them a measure of your deep 
gentleness and strong love as they care for themselves and those around them. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Give a shepherd's heart to the rulers of the nations, that our elected leaders may seek 
your will and the good of all people. Watch over those who protect us, serving in harm's 
way, and remember in mercy the poor, the widowed, and the orphaned. And to all your 
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people, and this weary world, grant a measure of your peace. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.   

 
Good Shepherd, you know by name all who are sick or sorrowing, hurting or despairing. 
Speak your word of healing, life, and comfort to them. Dwell with all who suffer as the 
Lamb who was slain, and lead all for whom we pray into the green pastures of health 
and salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Good Shepherd, when we walk through the valley of the shadow of death you are with 
us; your rod and your staff they comfort us. We therefore entrust into your keeping all 
our departed loved ones, and all who have died in faith towards you. Number us also 
among that great multitude that no one can count, clothed in white robes, washed in 
the blood of the Lamb. And, at the last, bring us safely to our heavenly home, where 
we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.   
 

P: Into your hands, O Lord… 
 

PEACE 
 
OFFERING  The ushers collect the offering. You can also give electronically through our 
website, Facebook page, or by clicking here. 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM:   “Shepherd of Souls”  John B. Dykes   
    
OFFERTORY: “Let the Vineyards”  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
D: Let us pray… 
Merciful Father,  
We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our 
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of 
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 

THE COMMUNION To all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord, are baptized, and 
confess Jesus’ real presence in the Holy Communion, we invite you to join us in the 
Holy Eucharist. At the usher’s invitation you may come forward to kneel or stand at the 
altar rail. Please take an empty individual cup from the tray and bring it with you to the 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbTL3zI8d9ONQj96N4loOj5giYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQoyDu0FSEa2T5JeuDbytksQ=&ver=3
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rail. The host wafer will be placed into your open hands to eat. Your cup will be filled 
from the pouring chalice, take and drink. Individual cups filled with non-alcoholic grape 
juice are also available, please point to receive one. Sealed pre-consecrated 
Communion packages are also available. Please remain at the altar rail until all have 
finished and a blessing is given.   
 
COMMUNION HYMNS:  WOV (Blue) No. 771, LBW No. 451 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen.  
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: “Thank the Lord”  
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
D: Let us pray… 
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you 
have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
BLESSING  
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen.  
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RECESSIONAL HYMN:  

 
DISMISSAL  
D: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE       


