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Trinity Lutheran Church 
292 Orange St., New Haven, CT 

TrinityLutheranNH.org – (203) 787-6521 
Service of Holy Communion—Lutheran Book of Worship, Setting I 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter, May 18, 2025 
In-Person at 10:15 am & Live at Facebook.com/TrinityLutheranNH 

 
PRELUDE       
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN: 

 

 
 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING  
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE  
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
O God, form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love what you 
command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of this world, our 
hearts may be fixed where true joy is found; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 

 
FIRST LESSON: Acts 11:1-18 
In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the 
members of the Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews 
is revealed in Jesus’ testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially 
authorized. 
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1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had 
also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him, 3 saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with 
them?” 4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5 “I was in the city 
of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet 
coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 
6 As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of 
the air. 7 I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I replied, 
‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But a 
second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not 
call profane.’ 10 This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to 
heaven. 11 At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the 
house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a 
distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we 
entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house 
and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will give you a 
message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15 And as I began to 
speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I 
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave them the same gift that he 
gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 
18 When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God 
has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 148 
1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord | from the heavens;*  
 praise him | in the heights. 
2 Praise him, all you an- | gels of his;* 
 praise him, | all his host. 
3 Praise him, | sun and moon;* 
 praise him, all you | shining stars. 
4 Praise him, heav- | en of heavens,* 
 and you waters a- | bove the heavens. 
5 Let them praise the name | of the Lord;* 
 for he commanded, and they | were created. 
6 He made them stand fast forev- | er and ever;*  
 he gave them a law which shall not | pass away.  
7 Praise the Lord | from the earth,*  
 you sea monsters | and all deeps;  
8 fire and hail, | snow and fog,*  
 tempestuous wind, do- | ing his will;  
9 mountains | and all hills,*  
 fruit trees | and all cedars;  
10 wild beasts | and all cattle,*  
 creeping things and | winged birds;  
11 kings of the earth | and all peoples,*  
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 princes and all rulers | of the world;  
12 young | men and maidens,*  
 old and | young together.  
13 Let them praise the name | of the Lord,*  
 for his name only is exalted, his splendor is over | earth and heaven.  
14 He has raised up strength for his people and praise for all his | loyal 
servants,*  
 the children of Israel, a people who are near him. | Hallelujah!  
Gloria Patri (chanted after the psalm)                                                                           
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the / Holy Spirit;                                                          
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be fore-/ ver. Amen 
 
SECOND LESSON: Revelation 21:1-6 
John’s vision shows us that in the Resurrection the new age has dawned; God has come 
dwell with us already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will 
be wiped away, and for God to recreate a new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem. 

1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 
  5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to 
me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 
thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.” 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION/ALLELUIA  
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL: John 13:31-35 
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 13th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his 
betrayer, Jesus speaks of his glorification on the Cross. This deep love of Jesus, even to 
death on the Cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community. 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God 
has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
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himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a little longer. 
You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, 
you cannot come.’ 34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just 
as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35 By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 
SERMON 
 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 
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by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
THE PRAYERS 
D: In our prayers today and this week, please remember: [prayer list]. We also invite 
your own petitions either aloud or silently in your hearts.  
 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according  
to their needs.  
 
Almighty God, your Son gave us a new commandment: that we love one another. Fill 
your Church with your Holy Spirit, making it constant in faith, faithful in worship, 
generous in service, rich in compassion, and abounding in love. Through your Church's 
loving words and deeds lead many to repentance, faith, and salvation. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Kindle your Holy Spirit’s power in this congregation called Trinity, and make our hearts 
glow with love for you and for our neighbors. Use us to carry the light of your love to 
hearts darkened by sin, sorrow, or suffering. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Bless this world, our nation, and this city with your goodness and righteousness. Teach 
the rulers of the nations and of our communities to seek the truth; to decide with 
justice; to protect human life and dignity; and to act with generosity and humility. 
Watch over those who stand in harm's way on our behalf, take into your special care 
the needy and hungry, and teach us all to live in peace with one another. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 
You promise to wipe away the tears and to take away the suffering of all whose need is 
great, and to make all things new. We pray especially for the sick, the suffering, and all 
whom we have named or remember before you now. Bring to them, and to all who love 
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them, a measure of your New Jerusalem's endless joy and peace. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
Christ our Savior, you are the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end, and the light and life of all who have died trusting in you. Keep 
us in fellowship with all our beloved dead through the bond of the Holy Spirit; and, at 
the last, bring us into that New Jerusalem where your home will be among mortals, 
where we will dwell with you, forever. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  

P: Into your hands, O Lord… 
 

PEACE 
 
OFFERING  The ushers collect the offering. You can also give electronically through our 
website, Facebook page, or by clicking here. 
 
CHOIR ANTHEM:   “A New Commandment”   Anon.    
    
OFFERTORY: “Let the Vineyards”  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
D: Let us pray… 
Merciful Father,  
We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our 
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of 
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 

THE COMMUNION To all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord, are baptized, and 
confess Jesus’ real presence in the Holy Communion, we invite you to join us in the 
Holy Eucharist. At the usher’s invitation you may come forward to kneel or stand at the 
altar rail. Please take an empty individual cup from the tray and bring it with you to the 
rail. The host wafer will be placed into your open hands to eat. Your cup will be filled 
from the pouring chalice, take and drink. Individual cups filled with non-alcoholic grape 
juice are also available, please point to receive one. Sealed pre-consecrated 
Communion packages are also available. Please remain at the altar rail until all have 
finished and a blessing is given.   
 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbTL3zI8d9ONQj96N4loOj5giYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQoyDu0FSEa2T5JeuDbytksQ=&ver=3
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COMMUNION HYMNS:  LBW Nos. 514, 214 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen.  
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: “Thank the Lord”  
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
D: Let us pray… 
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you 
have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
BLESSING  
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen.  
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RECESSIONAL HYMN:  

 
DISMISSAL  
D: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE      
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