Trinity Lutheran Church
292 Orange St., New Haven, CT
TrinityLutheranNH.org — (203) 787-6521
Service of Holy Communion—_Lutheran Book of Worship, Setting 11
The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, August 31, 2025
In-Person at 10:15 am & Live at Facebook.com/TrinityLutheranNH

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN:

"Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” LBW No. 250

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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1 O - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi- on, let me en - ter there,
2 Gra - cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so un - to me;
3 Here thy praise is glad - ly chant-ed, here thy seed is du - ly sown;
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy gift di- vine;
5 Speak, O God,and I will hear thee, let thy will be done in - deed;
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where my soul in  joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer.
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’'n on earth must be.
let  my soul,where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,
how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word stil o’er me shine
may | un - dis- turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed is this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit-ful un-to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun-tain flows; here 1s balm for all our woes.

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672—-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray...
O God, we thank you for your Son who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the

world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us
strength to follow his commands; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen



FIRST LESSON: Proverbs 25:6-7a

The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as Wisdom, giving
directions to Israel’s leaders and people for the conduct of daily life. Today's reading is
about humility.

¢ Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great,
7aforit is better to be told, “"Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 112
!t Hallelujah! Happy are they who ! fear the Lord
and have great delight in I his commandments!
2Their descendants will be mighty ! in the land;
the generation of the upright ! will be blessed.
*Wealth and riches will be ! in their house,
and their righteousness will 1 last forever.
“Light shines in the darkness ! for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion.
5 Itis good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice.
¢ For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
7 They will not be afraid of any ! evil rumors;
their heart is right; they put their trust ! in the LORD.
¢ Their heart is established and ! will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.
°They have given freely I to the poor,
and their righteousness stands fast forever; they will hold up their I head with
honor.
10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teethand ! pine
away;
the desires of the wicked will perish.
Gloria Patri (spoken after the psalm)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the / Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be fore-/ ver. Amen

SECOND LESSON: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for the conduct of a
holy life, all of which are shaped by God's love toward us in Jesus Christ.

! Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by
doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. > Remember those who
are in prison, as though you were in prison with them, those who are being tortured, as
though you yourselves were being tortured. “ Let marriage be held in honor by all, and
let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and
adulterers. °Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you



have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” ¢ So we can say
with confidence,
“The Lord is my helper;
I will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?”

’Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. ¢ Jesus Christ is the same yesterday
and today and forever. * Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise
to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. ¢ Do not neglect to do good and
to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION/ALLELUIA
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Luke 14:1, 7-14
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 14th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table. He uses the opportunity to
teach his hearers to choose humility rather than self-exaltation. Jesus also makes an
appeal for hosts to imitate God'’s gracious hospitality to those in need.

1Onone occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to
eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely.

7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable.
§“"When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place
of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host,
°and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your
place,” and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. ° But when you
are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may
say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all
who sit at the table with you. ' For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those
who humble themselves will be exalted.”

12He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a
dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives or rich
neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. ' But when
you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. * And you will
be blessed because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of
the righteous.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



HYMN OF THE DAY: "A/mighty God, Your Word Is Cast” LBW No. 234

Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast
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1 Al - might-y God, your word is cast like seed in - to the ground;
2 Let not the sly sa-tan-ic foe this ho - ly seed re- move,
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit- ful cares the ris - ing plant de - stroy,
4 So when the pre-cious seed is sown, your quick-’ning grace be - stow,
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now let the dew of heav’n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev -’ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let it yield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
that all whose souls the truth re-ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.

Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt.
Music: ST. FLAVIAN, J. Day, Psalter, 1562

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
SERMON

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

THE PRAYERS
D: In our prayers today and this week, please remember: [prayer list]. We also invite

your own petitions either aloud or silently in your hearts.



P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according
to their needs.

Almighty God, fill your Church with humble trust and steadfast faith in Christ our Savior.
Bless this congregation called Trinity with the spirit of gentleness, humility, and mutual
love, as we strive together to do your will. And strengthen us in doing good and
sharing what we have, knowing that such sacrifices are pleasing to you. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Your Son dignified our labor by sharing in our toil. On this Labor Day bless and
strengthen those who work in the home, for pay, or as volunteers. Give patience, hope,
and useful skills to those who seek employment. Give integrity and fairness to all
employers; and to all of us give pride in what we do and a just return for our

labor. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Bless this land and our communities with peace and justice, prosperity and integrity.
Guide our leaders, remembering that they must give an accounting to you, the King of
the Nations, and watch over those who serve and protect on our behalf. Remember the
poor, the lowly, and all who are despised or taken advantage of. Help us to see your
image in these your children, treating all with respect, dignity, and kindness. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for those who struggle with pain, sorrow, or any adversity, especially those we
have named before you or remember before you now. Quiet their fears, renew their
hope, and bless all who care for them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, your Son Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. We
thank you for receiving as your children all who have died trusting in him. Teach us to
live trustfully and generously as your children and, at the last, lead us up into your
presence, where with all the saints we will feast with you forever. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

PEACE

OFFERING T7he ushers collect the offering. You can also give electronically through our
website, Facebook page, or by dlicking here.

OFFERTORY: "Let the Vineyards”

OFFERTORY PRAYER

D: Let us pray...

Merciful Father,

We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbTL3zI8d9ONQj96N4loOj5giYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQoyDu0FSEa2T5JeuDbytksQ=&ver=3

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
EUCHARISTICPRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

LAMB OF GOD

THE COMMUNION 70 all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord, are baptized, and
confess Jesus’ real presence in the Holy Communion, we invite you to join us in the
Holy Eucharist. Atthe usher’s invitation you may come forward to kneel or stand at the
altar rail. Please take an empty individual cup from the tray and bring it with you to the
rall. The host wafer will be placed into your open hands to eat. Your cup will be filled
from the pouring chalice, take and drink. Individual cups filled with non-alcoholic grape
Juice are also available, please point to receive one. Sealed pre-consecrated
Communion packages are also available. Please remain at the altar rail until all have
finished and a blessing is given.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: "7hank the Lord”

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

D: Let us pray...

We give you thanks, Almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us,
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN: AHymn Lottery

DISMISSAL
D: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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