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TrinityLutheranNH.org — (203) 787-6521
Service of Holy Communion—Lutheran Book of Worship, Setting 11
Eve of The Second Sunday of Advent, December 6, 2025
In-Person at 5 p.m. & Live at Facebook.com/TrinityLutheranNH

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the nhame
of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN: "Comfort, Comfort Now My People” LBW No. 29

Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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1 “Com - fort, com-fort now my peo - ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.
2 For the her - ald’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert far and near,

3 Straight shall be what long was crook-ed, and the rough - er plac - es plain!
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Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness mourn-ing un - der sor - row’s load.
call -ing wus to true re- pen-tance, since the king-domnow is  here.
Let your hearts be true and hum-ble, as be-fits his ho - ly reign!
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To God’s peo - ple now pro-claim  that God’spar - don waits for them!
Oh, that warn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre-pare for God a way!
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a-broad,
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Tell them that their war is o - ver; God will reign in peacefor-ev - er.
Let the val - leys rise to meet him, and the hills bow down to greet him!
and all flesh shall see the to - ken thatGod’s word is nev-er bro - ken.

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1611-1684; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1829—1878, alt.
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen



PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you

And also with you

Let us pray...

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming give us
strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

ADVENT LITANY: "Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel/” LBW. No. 34, vs. 2

Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel
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1 Oh,come, oh, come, Em-man - u - el, and ran-som cap - tive
2 Oh, come, oh, come, great Lord of might, who to yourtribes on
3 Oh, come, strong Branch of Jes - se, free your own from Sa-tan’s
4 Oh, come, blest Day-spring, come and cheer our spir -its by your
5 Oh, come, O Key of Da - vid,come, and o - pen wide our
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Is - ra - el, that mourns in  lone - ly ex - ile here
Si - nai’s height in  an - cient timesonce gave the law
tyr - an - ny; from depths of hell your peo - ple save
ad - vent here; dis - perse the gloom-y clouds of night,
heav’n - ly home; make safe the way that leads on high,
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un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
in cloud, and maj - es - ty, and awe.
and give them vic - t'ry o’er the grave. Re-joice!  Re - joice!
and death’s dark shad-ows put to flight.
and close the path to mis - er - y.
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Em-man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Koln, 1710; tr. John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: VENL, EMMANUEL, French processional, 15th cent.

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-10

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David's royal line
(the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the Spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect
justice, a prophecy fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ.



'A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
“The spirit of the LorD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
*His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
“but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
°Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

‘The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
'The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
fThe nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
“They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LoOrRD
as the waters cover the sea.

1°0On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19
1 Give the king your jus- | tice, O God,*
and your righteousness to | the king's son;
2 that he may rule your | people righteously*
and the | poor with justice;
3 that the mountains may bring prosperity | to the people,*
and the little | hills bring righteousness.
4 He shall defend the needy a- | mong the people;*
he shall rescue the poor and crush | the oppressor.
> He shall live as long as the sun and | moon endure,*
from one generation | to another.
6 He shall come down like rain upon | the mown field,*




like showers that wa- | ter the earth.
7 In his time shall the | righteous flourish;*

there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall | be no more.
18 Blessed be the Lord GOD, the | God of Israel,*

who alone does | wondrous deeds!
19 And blessed be his glorious | name forever,*

and may all the earth be filled with his glory. A- | men. Amen.
Gloria Patri (chanted after the psalm)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the / Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be fore-/ ver. Amen

SECOND LESSON: Romans 15:4-13

God'’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God'’s blessed people has been
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging
each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God'’s family.

“Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. “May
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, °so that together you may with one voice
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

’Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God. ®For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the
truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, “and
in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,

and sing praises to your name”;
%and again he says,

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;
'1and again,

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,

and let all the peoples praise him”;
?and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;

in him the Gentiles shall hope.”
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3 chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.



Just before Jesus begins his public ministry John the Baptist appears, calling people to
mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” “This is the one of whom the
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.””
“Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his
food was locusts and wild honey. “Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, ®and they were baptized by him
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

/But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? °Bear
fruit worthy of repentance. °Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as
our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to
Abraham. '°Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

1T baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. ‘’His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY: "On Jordan’s Banks the Baptists Cry” LBW No. 36



On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry

N & , ,
,‘\I ”H I i | i I i | | I I I
GEE e e =
o o o o -
1 On Jor - dan’s banks the Bap - tist’s cry an - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ry life  from sin; make straight the
3 We hail you as our Sav - ior, Lord, our ref - uge
4  Stretch forth your hand, our health re - store, and make us
5 Al praise to you, e - ter - nal Son, whose ad - vent
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for he brings glad tid - ings of the King of  kings!
hearts pre - pare for Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
on us shine and fill the world with love di - vine.
we a - dore, and Ho - 1y Spir - it ev - er - more.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676—1749; tr. composite
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

THE PRAYERS
D: In our prayers today and this week, please remember: [prayer list]. We also invite
your own petitions either aloud or silently in your hearts.

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according
to their needs.

Almighty God, your prophet John the Baptist prepared the way for your only Son by
preaching repentance. Grant to your Church such repentant faith in Christ, that in
bearing good fruit for our neighbors we too may be filled with all joy and peace in
believing. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Fill the people of this congregation called Trinity with your Holy Spirit. Grant that we
may live in such harmony with one another that we glorify you with one voice. Teach us
to welcome not only our friends and families into your house, but also the stranger,
that together we might glorify you for your mercy. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Pour out your Spirit of wisdom and understanding on all who take counsel for the
nations. Conform our leaders to Christ, the King of the nations, that they may judge
with equity, act with righteousness, and oppose evil with prudent strength. Defend the
needy, rescue the poor, uphold all who serve others, and bestow upon us all your
saving peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

You promise a time when no one shall hurt or destroy; when sorrow and sickness will
be no more; and when all creation will live in harmony together. Bring a foretaste of
that blessed day to all for whom we pray, and to all who are afflicted by pain, suffering,
sorrow, or the power of death. Bring them refreshment, hope, and health; and
encourage those who care for them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Heavenly Father, keep in your eternal care all those who have died trusting in your
promises, especially those we have loved and mourn most dearly this season. Until you
reunite us with them, kindle in us the flame of expectant hope, heartfelt repentance,
and faithful endurance. And, at the last, bring us into the blessed Kingdom of your Son,
where every evil is banished, where the lion shall lie down with the lamb, and where
together we shall live in peace with you forever. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

PEACE

OFFERING T7he ushers collect the offering. You can also give electronically through our
website, Facebook page, or by clicking here.

CHOIR ANTHEM: "Come, O Long-Expected Jesus” David Lasky
OFFERTORY: "What Shall I Render”

OFFERTORY PRAYER

D: Let us pray...

Merciful Father,

We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER

LAMB OF GOD

THE COMMUNION 70 all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord, are baptized, and
confess Jesus’ real presence in the Holy Communion, we invite you to join us in the
Holy Eucharist. At the usher’s invitation you may come forward to kneel or stand at the
altar rail. Please take an empty individual cup from the tray and bring it with you to the
rall. The host wafer will be placed into your open hands to eat. Your cup will be filled
from the pouring chalice, take and drink. Individual cups filled with non-alcoholic grape
Juice are also available, please point to receive one. Please remain at the altar rail until
all have finished and a blessing is given.

COMMUNION HYMN: LBW No. 37
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: "Create in Me”

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

D: Let us pray...

Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those whom you
have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN: ‘'Prepare the Royal Highway” LBW No. 26

Prepare the Royal Highway
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1 Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised Kking!
4 His is no earth -ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev - ry hill and wval - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and sing!
Your king, yet ev - 'ty mna - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho - san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

DISMISSAL
D: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



POSTLUDE

TRINITY
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