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Trinity Lutheran Church 
292 Orange St., New Haven, CT 

TrinityLutheranNH.org – (203) 787-6521 
Service of Holy Communion—Lutheran Book of Worship, Setting I 

The First Sunday in Lent, February 22, 2026 

In-Person at 10:15 am & Live at Facebook.com/TrinityLutheranNH 
 
PRELUDE       
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
The Almighty and merciful God grant unto you, being penitent, pardon and remission of 
all your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of his Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN:   “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”  LBW No. 99 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE  
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
Let us pray…  
Lord God, you led your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to the 
promised land. Guide now the people of your Church, that, following our Savior, we 
may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to come; 
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through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 
 
FIRST LESSON: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
Human beings were formed in God’s own image, to be in right relationship with God, 
creation, and one another. The serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes 
would be opened led, ironically, to the discovery only that they were naked. 

15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 
16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the 
garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
 3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the 
garden’?” 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of 
the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4But the serpent said to the 
woman, “You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave 
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and 
made loincloths for themselves. 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 32 
1 Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven,*   
     and whose sin is | put away!   
2 Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt,*   
     and in whose spirit there | is no guile!   
3 While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away,*   
     because of my groaning | all day long.   
4 For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night;*   
     my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer.   
5 Then I acknowledged my | sin to you,*   
     and did not con- | ceal my guilt.   
6 I said, "I will confess my transgressions | to the LORD."*   
     Then you forgave me the guilt | of my sin.   
7 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble;*   
     when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them.   
8 You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble;*   
     you surround me with shouts | of deliverance.   
9 "I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go;*   
     I will guide you | with my eye.   
10 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | understanding;*   
     who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near  
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     you."   
11 Great are the tribulations | of the wicked;*   
     but mercy embraces those who trust | in the LORD.   
12 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD;*   
     shout for joy, all who are | true of heart.   
Gloria Patri (chanted after the psalm)                                                            
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the / Holy Spirit;                                                          
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be fore-/ ver. Amen 
 
SECOND LESSON: Romans 5:12-19 
Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death, from 
which we cannot free ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God graciously showers on 
us the free gift of liberation and life. 

12Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so 
death spread to all because all have sinned—13sin was indeed in the world before the 
law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14Yet death exercised dominion from 
Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, 
who is a type of the one who was to come. 
 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s 
trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the 
one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16And the free gift is not like the effect 
of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, 
but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. 17If, because of the one 
man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will 
those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise 
dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 
 18Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act 
of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19For just as by the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many 
will be made righteous. 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 
and abounding in steadfast love. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 4:1-11 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 4th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the Son 
of God, he endures and triumphs over the testing of the devil.   

1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He 
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came 
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves 
of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written,  
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 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 
  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 
 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 6saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is 
written,  
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 
 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will 
fall down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,  
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only him.’ ” 
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”   WOV No. 660 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 
SERMON  
 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
THE PRAYERS  
D: In our prayers today and this week, please remember: [prayer list]. We also invite 
your own petitions either aloud or silently in your hearts. 
  
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according  
to their needs.  
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Almighty God, your Son underwent great temptation by the devil, yet he held fast to 
you and to your Word. Have mercy on your people in our times of temptation. Make 
us repent of the evil that so easily seduces us. Bestow on your Church the gracious 
guidance of your Holy Spirit, that we too may feed upon your Word, commit ourselves 
into your care, and rely with humble faith upon our the strength of our Savior. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer.     
 
Have mercy upon this congregation called Trinity. Forgive us when we focus on the 
speck in one another’s eye, but ignore the log in our own. Forgive us when we follow 
our own desires and plans, but not your will. Forgive us when we boast of our own 
accomplishments, but not in the Cross of Christ. Fashion us more and more into the 
image of your Son, so that others may see our good works and glorify you. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Have mercy on the nations of the world, including our own. Forgive the greed and 
arrogance that can drive decisions and policies. Forgive the cruelty and hatred that 
fuels war and strife. Forgive the selfishness and apathy that allows us to neglect the 
least of our sisters and brothers. Create clean hearts within us, put away our sin, and 
grant us all that peace which only you can give. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Have mercy on all who are sick, injured, despairing, ashamed, grieving, or dying. 
Especially we pray for those we have named aloud or remember before you now. 
Restore them to health, hope, and fellowship with all who love them. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
Heavenly Father, we thank you for showing great and abundant mercy to all who have 
died trusting in your promises. Keep us steadfast in faith, be merciful to us, and forgive 
us when we fall to the temptations that beset us. And when the long Lent of this life is 
complete, raise us up with all your saints, that we may rejoice forever in your Kingdom. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
   
HERPICH SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION   
 
PEACE 
 
OFFERING  The ushers collect the offering. You can also give electronically through our 
website, Facebook page, or by clicking here. 
   
CHOIR ANTHEM:  “How Long, O Lord?”  Christopher Norton      
 
OFFERTORY: “What Shall I Render”  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
D: Let us pray… 
Merciful Father,  
We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our 
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of 
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbTL3zI8d9ONQj96N4loOj5giYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQoyDu0FSEa2T5JeuDbytksQ=&ver=3
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 
THE COMMUNION To all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord, are baptized, and 
confess Jesus’ real presence in the Holy Communion, we invite you to join us in the 
Holy Eucharist. At the usher’s invitation you may come forward to kneel or stand at the 
altar rail. Please take an empty individual cup from the tray and bring it with you to the 
rail. The host wafer will be placed into your open hands to eat. Your cup will be filled 
from the pouring chalice, take and drink. Individual cups filled with non-alcoholic grape 
juice are also available, please point to receive one. Sealed pre-consecrated 
Communion packages are also available. Please remain at the altar rail until all have 
finished and a blessing is given.  
 
COMMUNION HYMNS: LBW Nos. 101, 93 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen.  
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: “Create in Me”  
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
D: Let us pray…  

Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly 
life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
BLESSING  

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen.   
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN:  “Jesus, Still Lead On”  LBW No. 341    



9 

 

 

 
DISMISSAL  
D: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    
 
 

 
To joyfully share God’s Word and Sacrament in order to   

serve our Greater New Haven neighbors with the love of Christ.   
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