UNBIND HIM,

AND

LET HIM GO

JOHN 11:44

Trinity Lutheran Church
292 Orange St., New Haven, CT
TrinityLutheranNH.org — (203) 787-6521
Service of Holy Communion—Lutheran Book of Worship, Setting 1
The Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 22, 2026
In-Person at 10:15 am & Live at Facebook.com/TrinityLutheranNH

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

The Almighty and merciful God grant unto you, being penitent, pardon and remission of
all your sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of his Holy Spirit.
Amen

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: "In the Cross of Christ I Glory” LBW No. 104
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Text: John Bowring, 1792-1872
Music: RATHBUN, Ithamar Conkey, 1815-1867

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen



PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you

And also with you

Let us pray...

Almighty God, our redeemer, in our weakness we have failed to be your messengers of
forgiveness and hope in the world. Renew us by your Holy Spirit, that we may follow
your commands and proclaim your reign of love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST LESSON: Ezekiel 37:1-14
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that God'’s people, though dead
in exile, will live again through his life-giving Spirit.

'The hand of the LorRD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. *He led me all around
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. *He said to me,
“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord Gob, you know.” “Then he said to
me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the
LorD. “Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you
shall live. °I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover
you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am
the LorD.”

’So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was
a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. °I looked, and there
were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but
there was no breath in them. °Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy,
mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds,

O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” '°I prophesied as he
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their
feet, a vast multitude.

"Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say,
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” “Therefore
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gop: I am going to open your graves,
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land
of Israel. “*And you shall know that I am the LorD, when I open your graves, and bring
you up from your graves, O my people. “I will put my spirit within you, and you shall
live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LorD, have
spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 130

1 Qut of the depths have I called to you, O LorD; LORD, | hear my voice;*
let your ears consider well the voice of my | supplication.

2 If you, LorD, were to note what is | done amiss,*
O LorD, | who could stand?

3 For there is forgive- | ness with you;*
therefore you | shall be feared.




4 T wait for the LorD; my soul | waits for him;*
in his word | is my hope.
> My soul waits for the LorD, more than watchmen | for the morning, *
more than watchmen | for the morning.
6 O Israel, wait | for the LORD,*
for with the Lorp | there is mercy;
7 with him there is plen- | teous redemption,*
and he shall redeem Israel from | all their sins.
Gloria Patri (chanted after the psalm)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the / Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be fore-/ ver. Amen

SECOND LESSON: Romans 8:6-11

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving
force behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the
very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the
dead,

°To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. “For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not
submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, *and those who are in the flesh cannot please
God.

°But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. °But if
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. ''If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in you.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,

and abounding in steadfast love.

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 11t chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic
scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. ‘Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. *°So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he
whom you love is ill.” “But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to
death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
sAccordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, °after having heard
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.
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'Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” ®The disciples said
to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there
again?” ?Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk
during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. °But those who
walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 'After saying this, he told
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” “The
disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” *Jesus,
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring
merely to sleep. “Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. °For your sake I am
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” **Thomas, who
was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with
him.”

“When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
“Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, “and many of the Jews had
come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. ?When Martha heard
that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. *'Martha
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 2?But even
now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 22Jesus said to her, “Your
brother will rise again.” 2*Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day.” >°Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life.
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, *?and everyone who lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 2She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 2?And when she heard it, she got
up quickly and went to him. **Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at
the place where Martha had met him. *'The Jews who were with her in the house,
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. *?When Mary came where Jesus
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.” **When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came
with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. **He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” **]Jesus began to
weep. *So the Jews said, “"See how he loved him!” *’But some of them said, “Could not
he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

*Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone
was lying against it. *°Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead
man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four
days.” “Jesus said to her, “"Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the
glory of God?” “So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said,
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. “I knew that you always hear me, but I have
said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you
sent me.” “When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”
“The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
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“Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did,
believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY: "Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart” LBW No. 325

Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart
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Text: Martin Schalling, 1532—1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18291878, alt.
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

THE PRAYERS
D: In our prayers today and this week, please remember: [prayer list]. We also invite
your own petitions either aloud or silently in your hearts.

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according
to their needs.



Almighty God, we pray for your Church, dusty and dried up like the dry bones Ezekiel
saw. Breathe out your Holy Spirit upon your people; fill your Church with the life of our
crucified and risen Lord; and raise us all up to newness of life. Lord, in your

mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the peace of the world, our nation, our communities, this neighborhood,
and for your blessing to be upon all those whose lives are knit closely together with
ours. Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. Uphold all in danger or
need, and protect all who serve others in our communities, that together we may all
live quiet and peaceable lives. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord Jesus, you wept at Lazarus' tomb and share in the grief of all who weep. We pray
for widows, widowers, orphans, and all who are bereaved; for those who are sick; for
those who have lost hope; and for all we have named before you or remember before
you now. As you once raised up Lazarus and restored Mary and Martha's joy, so raise
up those for whom we pray, restoring them to their loved ones and assuring us of a
blessed reunion in Heaven. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord Christ, you are the Resurrection and the Life, and we look for the day when you
will call our names and raise us up from death into life forever with you. Comfort us
with your promise that all who believe in you, even though they die will live, and
everyone who lives and believes in you will never die. And bring us at last with Mary,
Martha, Lazarus and all your saints to live with you forever. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

PEACE

OFFERING T7he ushers collect the offering. You can also give electronically through our
website, Facebook page, or by clicking here.

CHOIR ANTHEM: ‘'Lord, I was Blind” Alfred Scott-Gatty

OFFERTORY: "What Shall I Render”

OFFERTORY PRAYER

D: Let us pray...

Merciful Father,

We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER


https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbTL3zI8d9ONQj96N4loOj5giYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQoyDu0FSEa2T5JeuDbytksQ=&ver=3

LAMB OF GOD

THE COMMUNION 70 all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord, are baptized, and
confess Jesus’ real presence in the Holy Communion, we invite you to join us in the
Holy Eucharist. At the usher’s invitation you may come forward to kneel or stand at the
altar rail. Please take an empty individual cup from the tray and bring it with you to the
rall. The host wafer will be placed into your open hands to eat. Your cup will be filled
from the pouring chalice, take and drink. Individual cups filled with non-alcoholic grape
Juice are also available, please point to receive one. Sealed pre-consecrated
Communion packages are also available. Please remain at the altar rail until all have
finished and a blessing is given.

COMMUNION HYMNS: LBW Nos. 100, 106

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: “Create in Me”

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

D: Let us pray...

Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of the godly
life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to conform our lives to his;
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN: "When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” LBW No. 482
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, adapt. Edward Miller, 1731-1807

DISMISSAL
D: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

TRINITY

To joyfully share God'’s Word and Sacrament in order to
serve our Greater New Haven neighbors with the love of Christ.
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