BELIEVE

JOHN 20:27

Trinity Lutheran Church
292 Orange St., New Haven, CT
TrinityLutheranNH.org — (203) 787-6521
Service of Holy Communion—Lutheran Book of Worship, Setting I
The Second Sunday of Easter, April 12, 2026
In-Person at 10:15 am & Live at Facebook.com/TrinityLutheranNH

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the nhame
of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN: “"Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain” LBW No. 132

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
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1 Come,you faith-ful, raise the strain of tri - um-phant glad - ness!

2 ’Tis the spring of souls to - day: Christ has burst his pris - on,

3 Now the queen of sea-sons,bright with the day of splen - dor,
4 For to-day a- mong the twelve Christ ap - peared,be - stow - ing
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God has brought his Is - ra - el in - to joy from sad - ness,

and from three days’ sleep in death  as a sun  has ris - en;

with the roy - al feast of feasts comes its joy to ren - der;

his deep peace, which ev - er- more pass - es hu - man know - ing.

who, tri - um - phant, burst the bars of the tomb’s dark por - tal.
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loosed from Pha-raoh’s bit - ter yoke Ja - cob’s sons and daugh - ters,
all the win-ter of our sins, long and dark, 1is fly - ing

comes to glad-den faith-ful hearts which with true  af - fec - tion
Neith - er  could the gates of death, nor the tomb’s dark por - tal,

Come, you faith - ful, raise the strain  of tri - um - phant glad - ness!
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led them with  un- moist-ened foot through the Red Sea wa - ters.
from his light, to whom is giv’n laud and praiseun - dy - ing.

wel-come in un - wea - ried strain Je - sus’ res - ur - rec - tion!
nor the watch-ers, nor the seal, hold him as a mor - tal.
God has brought his Is - ra - el in - to joy from sad - ness!

Text: John of Damascus, ¢. 696—c. 754 tr. John M. Neale, 1818—1866, alt.
Music: GAUDEAMUS PARITER, Johann Horn, ¢. 1490-1547

APOSTOLIC GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen

HYMN OF PRAISE

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,

and honor, blessing, and glory are his.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God,

and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the festival of our Lord’s resurrection. Graciously
help us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever,

Amen.

FIRST LESSON: Acts 2:14a, 22-32

After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostiles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to
the gathered crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who obedliently went to his death
according to God'’s plan, was raised from the dead by God. Though crucified, the risen
Jesus Is now enthroned.



“=peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], **You
that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to
you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among
you, as you yourselves know—2this man, handed over to you according to the definite
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside
the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was
impossible for him to be held in its power. 2°For David says concerning him,

‘T saw the Lord always before me,

for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;

*therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;

moreover my flesh will live in hope.

2’For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,

or let your Holy One experience corruption.
8You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

*MFellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. *°Since he was a prophet, he
knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants
on his throne. *'Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,

‘He was not abandoned to Hades,

nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
*’This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 16
1 Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you;*
I have said to the LorD, "You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other."
2 All my delight is upon the godly that are | _in the land,*
upon those who are noble a- | mong the people.
3 But those who run after | other gods*
shall have their troubles | multiplied.
4 Their libations of blood I | will not offer,*
nor take the names of their gods up- | on my lips.
> O Lorp, you are my portion | and my cup;*
it is you who up- | hold my lot.
6 My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land;*
indeed, I have a | goodly heritage.
7 T will bless the LorD who | gives me counsel;*
my heart teaches me night | after night.
8 I have set the Lorbp al- | ways before me;*
because he is at my right hand, I | shall not fall.
2 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices;*
my body also shall | rest in hope.
10 For you will not abandon me | to the grave,*
nor let your holy one | see the pit.
11 You will show me the | path of life;*
in your presence there is fullness of joy,



and in your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore.
Gloria Patri (chanted after the psalm)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the / Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be fore-/ ver. Amen

SECOND LESSON: 1 Peter 1:3-9

This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering
because of their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God the Father for the
living hope we have through Christ’s resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and
surroundings.

‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has
given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, “and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you, *who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. °In this you rejoice, even if now for a
little while you have had to suffer various trials, ’so that the genuineness of your faith—
being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found
to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. *Although you
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, °for you are receiving
the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION/ALLELUIA
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20t chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

On Easter evening the risen Lord Jesus appears to his fearful disciples. A week later,
after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings of the resurrection
are also for those who “have not seen and yet believe.”

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2°After he said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. *'Jesus said
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” ?When
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they
are retained.”

»But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. °So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”



2*A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach
out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” *Thomas answered
him, "My Lord and my God!” *Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. *'But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his
name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY: "O Sons and Daughters of the King” LBW No. 139



O Sons and Daughters of the King
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1 O sons and daugh - ters of the King,
2 That Eas - ter morn, at break of day,
3 An  an - gel clad in white they see,
4 That night thea - pos - tles met in fear;
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whom heav’n - ly hosts in glo - ry sing, to - day the
the  faith - ful wom - en  went their way to seeck  the
who  sits and  speaks un - to the three, “Your Lord  will
a - mong them came their mas - ter dear, and said, “My
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grave has  lost its sting! Al -le - lu - ia!
tomb where Je -  sus lay. Al -le - u - ial
go to Gal - 1 - lee” Al -le - lu - ial
peace be  with you here” Al -le -Ilu - ia!
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Al-le - Iu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia!
5 When Thomas first the tidings heard, 7 No longer Thomas then denied;
that they had seen the risen Lord, he saw the feet, the hands, the side;
he doubted the disciples’ word. “You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
6 “My pierced side, O Thomas, see, 8 How blest are they who have not seen,
and look upon my hands, my feet; and yet whose faith has constant been,

not faithless, but believing be.”
Alleluia!

for they eternal life shall win.
Alleluia!

9 On this most holy day of days,
be laud and jubilee and praise:
to God your hearts and voices raise.

Alleluia!

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: O FILII ET FILIAE, French, 15th cent.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

NICENE CREED




We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

THE PRAYERS
D: In our prayers today and this week, please remember: [prayer list]. We also invite
your own petitions either aloud or silently in your hearts.

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according
to their needs.

Lord Jesus Christ, let the light of your Resurrection shine upon your church. Breathe out
your Holy Spirit upon it, and fill it with your peace, bringing many to joyful faith in you.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Show yourself in mercy, forgiveness, and power to those who doubt, disbelieve, or have
become disillusioned in faith. Keep this congregation called Trinity united together as
your priestly people; that by the work of your Spirit we may all share in your promise:



"Blessed are those who have not seen, and yet have come to believe." Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Your glory is proclaimed in the heavens and throughout the universe, O Lord. Cause
this world, broken and wounded by sin and sorrow, to also praise you. Turn the hearts
of the rulers of nations to seek your will. Provide for the poor and needy. Keep watch
over all who serve others in our communities, and breathe out your peace upon the
whole world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We lift before you everyone grieved by trials or wounded in body, mind, heart or

spirit. Lead them safely through their suffering, free them by your blood, heal them by
your wounded hands, and restore them to health and hope. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

Risen Savior, we entrust into your keeping all our beloved dead who have died trusting
in you. Comfort all whose grief runs deep, and fill our hearts with a living hope through
your Resurrection from the dead. And, at the last, bring us with Thomas and all your
saints to the place where faith gives way to sight, and where we will gaze upon you in
glory everlasting. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

P: Into your hands, O Lord...
PEACE

OFFERING 7he ushers collect the offering. You can also give electronically through our
website, Facebook page, or by clicking here.

CHOIR ANTHEM: ‘"Peace, Perfect Peace” Orlando Gibbons

OFFERTORY: "Let the Vineyards”

OFFERTORY PRAYER

D: Let us pray...

Merciful Father,

We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER

LAMB OF GOD


https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbTL3zI8d9ONQj96N4loOj5giYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQoyDu0FSEa2T5JeuDbytksQ=&ver=3
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THE COMMUNION 70 all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord, are baptized, and
confess Jesus’ real presence in the Holy Communion, we invite you to join us in the
Holy Eucharist. At the usher’s invitation you may come forward to kneel or stand at the
altar rail. Please take an empty individual cup from the tray and bring it with you to the
rail. The host wafer will be placed into your open hands to eat. Your cup will be filled
from the pouring chalice, take and drink. Individual cups filled with non-alcoholic grape
Juice are also available, please point to receive one. Sealed pre-consecrated
Communion packages are also available. Please remain at the altar rail until all have
finished and a blessing is given.

COMMUNION HYMNS: LBW Nos. 154, 144

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: "Thank the Lord”

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

D: Let us pray...Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of
those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

BLESSING
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN: "Make Songs of Joy” LBW No. 150



Make Songs of Joy
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1 Make songs of  joy to Christ, our head; Al - le - lu - ial

2 Our life was pur - chased by his  loss; Al - le - Tu - ial

3 O  death, where is your dead - ly sting? Al - le - lu - ia!

4 And where your vic - to - ry, O grave, Al - le - lu - ia!
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He lives a - gain who once was dead! Al - le - lu - ial
He died our death up - on the cross. Al - le - lu - ial
As - sumed by our tri - um - phant King! Al - le - lu - ial
when one like Christ has come to save? Al - le - lu - ial

5 Behold, the tyrants, one and all, 6 For this be praised the Son who rose,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
before our mighty Savior fall! the Father, and the Holy Ghost!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Text: Jiri Tranovsky, 1591-1637; tr. Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919
Music: ZPIVEIMEZ. VSICKNI VESELE, Chorvdt, Velka Partitura, 1936

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

DISMISSAL
D: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

TRINITY
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