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Trinity Lutheran Church 
292 Orange St., New Haven, CT 

TrinityLutheranNH.org – (203) 787-6521 
Service of Holy Communion—Lutheran Book of Worship, Setting I 

The Third Sunday of Easter, April 19, 2026 
In-Person at 10:15 am & Live at Facebook.com/TrinityLutheranNH 

 
PRELUDE       
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us 
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN:   
“Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands”   LBW No. 134, vs. 1-4 

 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING  
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE  
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, 
and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world, rescuing us from 
the hopelessness of death. Grant your faithful people a share in the joys that are 
eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
                              
FIRST LESSON: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the 
bold declaration that God has made the crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ. 

14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 
36“Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him 
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the 
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other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38Peter said to them, “Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be 
forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for 
your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 
him.” 40And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save 
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41So those who welcomed his message were 
baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 116:1-4, 10-17 
1 I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my | supplication,*   
      because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I | called upon him.   
2 The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took | hold of me;*   
      I came to | grief and sorrow.  
3 Then I called upon the name | of the LORD:*  
 "O LORD, I pray you, | save my life."  
4 Gracious is the | LORD and righteous;*  
 our God is full | of compassion.  
10 How shall I re- | pay the LORD*   
     for all the good things he has | done for me?   
11 I will lift up the cup | of salvation*   
      and call upon the name | of the LORD.   
12 I will fulfill my vows | to the LORD*   
      in the presence of | all his people.   
13 Precious in the sight | of the LORD*   
      is the death | of his servants.   
14 O LORD, I | am your servant;*   
      I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;   
      you have freed me | from my bonds.   
15 I will offer you the sacrifice | of thanksgiving*   
      and call upon the name | of the LORD.   
16 I will fulfill my vows | to the LORD*   
      in the presence of | all his people,   
17 in the courts of | the LORD's house,*   
      in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. | Hallelujah!   
Gloria Patri (chanted after the psalm)                                                                           
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the / Holy Spirit;                                                          
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be fore-/ ver. Amen 
 
SECOND LESSON: 1 Peter 1:17-23 
The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that they are 
strangers in a strange land. Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death 
of Christ we belong to God, so that our focus, faith, and hope are no longer on such 
things as silver or gold. 

17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their 
deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18You know that you were 
ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things 
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like silver or gold, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
defect or blemish. 20He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was 
revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21Through him you have come to trust in 
God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are 
set on God. 
 22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you 
have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23You have been 
born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring 
word of God. 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION/ALLELUIA  
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus answers 
the question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed through 
the Scriptures and in the breaking of bread. 

13Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples] 
were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking 
with each other about all these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept 
from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other 
while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose name 
was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not 
know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19He asked them, “What 
things?”  
They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed 
him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was 
the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 
things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at 
the tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came 
back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was 
alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the 
women had said; but they did not see him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish 
you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it 
not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his 
glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the 
things about himself in all the scriptures. 
 28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is 
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 
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30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it 
to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished 
from their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while 
he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33That 
same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their 
companions gathered together. 34They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he 
has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he 
had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: “Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether”  WOV No. 703 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

 
SERMON 
 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM:  CONFIRMATION                            
 
Confirmation marks the completion of the congregation’s program of confirmation 
ministry, a period of instruction in the Christian faith as confessed in the teachings of 
the Lutheran Church. Those who have completed this program were made members of 
the Church in Baptism. Confirmation includes a public profession of the faith into which 
the candidates were baptized, thus underscoring God’s action in their Baptism. 

A representative of the congregation presents the candidates to the minister: 

These persons have been instructed in the Christian faith and desire to make public 
affirmation of their Baptism: 

Their names are read. 

Dear friends, we rejoice that you now desire to make public profession of your faith and 
assume greater responsibility in the life of our Christian community and its mission in 
the world. 

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
The minister addresses those who have been presented. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ: In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and 
made you members of his Church. In the community of God’s people, you have learned 
from his Word God’s loving purpose for you and all creation. You have been nourished 
at his holy table and called to be witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Now, therefore, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess 
the faith of the Church, the faith in which we baptize. 

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises? 
I do. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
THE PRAYERS 
D: In our prayers today and this week, please remember: [prayer list]. We also invite 
your own petitions either aloud or silently in your hearts.  
 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according  
to their needs.  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you have ransomed your Church not with silver or gold, but with your 
own precious blood. Renew your Church this season, that it may live in glad obedience 
to your truth and preach your imperishable Gospel to the whole world. By its faithful 
witness and genuine love, lead many hearts to faith and hope in you. And be present in 
the midst of this congregation called Trinity. Cause our hearts to burn within us as we 
hear your Word. Make yourself to known to us in the breaking of the bread. And kindle 
genuine mutual love from the heart between us all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Let us pray for those who now affirm their Baptism, and whose faith is Confirmed 
today, especially Bradley. That he may be redeemed from all evil and rescued from the 
way of sin and death; that the Holy Spirit may open his heart to your grace and truth; 
that he may be kept in the faith and communion of your holy Church; that he may be 
sent into the world in witness to your love; and that he may be brought to the fullness 
of your peace and glory. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
We pray for the peace of the whole world; for our nation and its people; for the peace 
of our neighborhoods and homes; and for quiet and peaceable lives for all people. Be 
the helper of the poor and needy. Shield all who stand in harm’s way in times of danger 
and disaster, and bring about your Son’s Kingdom of endless peace. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We plead on behalf of all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; and for all who have asked 
for our prayers. Rescue their lives from death, their eyes from tears, and their feet from 
stumbling. Be gracious and compassionate to them, so that they may walk again in the 
land of the living, and praise your steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
  
Risen Savior, with gratitude and affection we entrust to you our loved ones who have 
died and now rest in you. Stay with us who still walk the long Emmaus road of this 
earthly life. And lead us at last into your Father’s house, where with all your people we 
will lift the Cup of Salvation and eat the Bread of Life, and behold you face to face. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
AFFIRMATION 
The minister addresses those making affirmation. 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 
covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear his Word and share in his supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

 
Each person answers in turn. 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
PRAYER OF BLESSING 
Let us pray. 

Those making affirmation kneel. A brief silence is kept so that prayer may be made for 
them. 

Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have made these men and women your 
own. You forgave them all their sins and brought them to newness of life. Continue to 
strengthen them with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in them your gifts of grace: the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
Amen 
 
LAYING ON OF HANDS 
The presiding minister lays both hands on the head of each person: 

Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in  name  the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm 
his/her faith, guide his/her life, empower him/her in his/her serving, give him/her 
patience in suffering, and bring him/her to everlasting life. 
Each person answers: “Amen.” 
 
PEACE 
The presiding minister exchanges the peace with each of them. They exchange the 
peace with one another and other members of the congregation: 

Peace be with you. 
Peace be with you. 
All return to their places. 

OFFERING  The ushers collect the offering. You can also give electronically through our 
website, Facebook page, or by clicking here. 
 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbTL3zI8d9ONQj96N4loOj5giYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQoyDu0FSEa2T5JeuDbytksQ=&ver=3
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CHOIR ANTHEM:   “Praise to You, O God of Mercy”  Marty Haugen  
    
OFFERTORY: “Let the Vineyards”  
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
D: Let us pray… 
Merciful Father,  
We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our 
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of 
him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 

THE COMMUNION To all who believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord, are baptized, and 
confess Jesus’ real presence in the Holy Communion, we invite you to join us in the 
Holy Eucharist. At the usher’s invitation you may come forward to kneel or stand at the 
altar rail. Please take an empty individual cup from the tray and bring it with you to the 
rail. The host wafer will be placed into your open hands to eat. Your cup will be filled 
from the pouring chalice, take and drink. Individual cups filled with non-alcoholic grape 
juice are also available, please point to receive one. Sealed pre-consecrated 
Communion packages are also available. Please remain at the altar rail until all have 
finished and a blessing is given.   
 
COMMUNION HYMNS:  WOV Nos. 671, 676 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen.  
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: “Thank the Lord”  
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
D: Let us pray…Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of 
those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 
BLESSING  
Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
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The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen.  
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN: “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”  LBW No. 143 

 

DISMISSAL  
D: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE      
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To joyfully share God’s Word and Sacrament in order to   

serve our Greater New Haven neighbors with the love of Christ.   
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